RICHELIEU AND EUROPE
mony of France over Austria as a nation. Father Joseph's
ideal was higher: France must occupy the foremost place
in Europe because he was concerned, and solely concerned,
in bringing about the triumph of the Catholic cause. This
role of the soldier of God he would never leave to Austria
or to Spain; if they tried to arrogate it to themselves they
must be beaten: gesta Dei per Francos! . . . Victory, and the
fall of Brisach which would facilitate it, had, then, for the
grey-haired cleric a symbolic value.
When he lay at the point of death, Brisach still held out.
But from his couriers Richelieu knew that the town was
at the end of its resources and could not hold out longer
than a few days, perhaps a few hours. So he felt that he
was entitled to tell a lie. He did not wish that one who had
shared his thoughts, and had sustained him in all his
perplexities, with such disinterestedness, such self-abnega-
tion, should, whilst still possessed of all his faculties, draw
his last breath without having known what was to him the
consummation of his life. He was entitled to his reward:
it was right that he should die happy. As if he had just
received the news, Richelieu leaned over the iron bed
where the capuchin lay dying, and cried to him in a
faltering voice:
'Father Joseph! . . . Father Joseph! . . . Brisach is ours!9
This lie, which became a truth forty-eight hours later,
was the most beautiful gift that friendship could give to
the pillow of death. The face lighted up a little, and he
passed away, as Richelieu had wished him to, calmly and
peacefully, in the belief that his work was accomplished.
From then, success was assured; the enemy became
gradually weaker. When Brisach fell, in December 1638,
the Dauphin who was to become Louis xrv was already
four months old, and the succession to the throne was
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